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Chiang Responds to State of the State Address 

 
SACRAMENTO – Controller John Chiang today issued the following response to the 
Governor’s State of the State Address: 
 
“I applaud the Governor for striking a tone of collaborative bi-partisanship, rather than divisive 
political posturing.  We all know that the latter only engenders further scorn from the people we 
serve. 
 
“I find his proposals relating to the expansion of health care access, promoting green 
technologies, and rebuilding our deteriorating infrastructure to all be noble, worthwhile pursuits 
because they transcend party lines, income level and California’s diverse communities.  As the 
State’s chief fiscal officer, I hope the Governor supports these objectives with details in his 
impending budget plan that define how he will pay for them – without either exacerbating a $5.5 
billion budget deficit or balancing them on the backs of the State’s poor, disabled and elderly. 
 
“This past November, Californians made a $42.7 billion investment to build a better future.  
They placed an enormous amount of trust in government to manage their investment.  The 
November infrastructure bonds, though, offered limited oversight, independent reporting, and 
auditing which will breed skepticism as billions of dollars flow out the door. 
 
“Now more than ever, we owe it to the people to protect and provide for their historic 
infrastructure investment.  Strong accounting and oversight at the front end will ensure the 
appropriate use of taxpayer dollars. 
 
“Transparency, oversight and strict accountability will help build and maintain the public’s 
confidence while we build the future Californians envision.” 
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